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for what it did, than for what it failed to do. A little
wisdom, a little unselfishness among the Great Powers of
Europe on this occasion might have largely solved the
Near Eastern question. Firmness, wisdom and unselfish-
ness, however, have been the characteristics which have
been most uniformly wanting in the dealings of the Great
Powers with the Turkish question. A small part of the
subject Christians of Turkey was freed from Ottoman
control, another part was transferred from the misrule
of Turkey to the misrule of the Austrians and Mag-
yars, but the great majority was left within the Otto-
man Empire with no provisions in the Treaty sufficient to
protect them in any way in the most elemental of human
rights.

At the beginning of the twentieth century the position
and outlook for the future of the Christians of Turkey
was little improved, and in some respects had recently
grown worse. To the tyranny of religion there had been
added a still fiercer tyranny of race. The Turks had al-
ways been the most cruel of Mohammedan conquerors.
To the fierce religious intolerance of Islam they had
added the inherent cruelty of the Central Asiatic nomad.
It was only after the Seljuk Turks had succeeded the
Saracens as the rulers of the Holy Land, that the perse-
cution of the Christians in that region reached the ex-
treme which brought about the invasion of Crusaders
from Europe. But, during all the centuries from the
eleventh to the nineteenth inclusive, all persecutions by
the Turks had been in the name of Islam; and the teach-
ing of Islam is that Christians and Jews should be re-
duced to a position of inferiority and obliged to pay
tribute, but not to be destroyed, so long as they submitted
to the rule of the Moslem. The Turks were now learn-
ing, however, the ideas of Turkish nationalism and of
Pan-Turanianism which were to so greatly influence the
course of the Revolution of 1908, and to destroy all the